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Lo xe with the Synod ſermon, there is ad- 
vices to families in courſe of viſitation; if 
neceſſary or uſeful then, as they may be forgot, or 
not well remembered, this method will remedy 
that defect. As I would with to be active and uſe- 
ful to introduce a New Teſtament pſalmody into 
public worſhip, and though I am deſtitute of po- 
etical talents, to contribute in that way, I ſhall 
be happy, if what 1s faid ſhall tend to remove 
prejudices from the minds of the Chriſtian peo- 
ple, and facilitate ſo neceflaty an improvement in 
our devotion. 


It is hoped oppoſition (if there is any) will con- 
ſider, that if they confine themſelves only to the 


Pſalms of David, that we ſhould have organs, 
timbrels, &c. with all the other inftruments. Do 
they charge us with adding to the word of God, 
and the conſequent threatnings? Let them re- 


flect, that the threatnings are full as ſtrong a- 


gainſt thoſe that diminiſh, or take away from it. 


For the ſake of communicants, particularly 


young perſons, there is publiſhed a plain and fim- 


ple explanation of the nature of the ordinance of 
the Supper, and that temper of mind Chriſtians 


{ſhould be poſſeſſed of when they engage in that 
ſervice, that they may do it fo as to be accepted 
in the ſight of God, and with benefit to them- 
ſelves. 
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LIGHT OF THE WORLD. 


I AM THE LIGHT OF THE WORLD; HE 
THAT FOLLOWETH ME, SHALL NOT 
WALK IN DARKNESS, BUT SHALL HAVE 
THE LIGHT OF LIFE. | 


ITH the greateſt elegance and propriety, 

ſcripture uſes the metaphors of light and 
darkneſs, for knowledge and 1gnorance, happi- 
neſs and miſery. 

Hence, ancient prophets deſcribe the Meſſias 
as the light of the Gentiles, the Sun of righte- 
ouſneſs to the moral world. John the Baptiſt 
candidly confeſſes, © that he was not that lights 
© but that he came to bear witnels of the true 
light.“ 

Jeſus in the text claims to himſelf that appel- 
lation, and aſſumes the character, when he ſays, 
] am the light of the world; he that followeth 
* me, ſhall not walk in darkneſs, but ſhall have | 
the light of life.” 

In diſcourſing from theſe words, we propoſe, 
through divine aid, 

E-10 illuſtrate the truth of this aſſertion, that 
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Jeſus 1s the light or ſource of knowledge and 


happineſs. 
II. To ſhew in what ſenſe he is the light, 


or ſource of knowledge and happineſs to the 


world. 


III. What is implied in following him, he 
* that followeth me.” 

Laſt of all, To ſtate the connection which * 
between following. Jeſus, and the enjoyment of 


all that knowledge neceſſary to eternal life. 


I. We return to the firſt thing propoſed, which 


was to illuſtrate the truth of this aſſertion, that 


qualifications, as to the manner and method of 


Jeſus 1s the light or ſource of knowledge and 
happineſs. 
1. This will appear, when we conſider his 


his teaching. 


2. When we conſider the ſuperior excellency 
and importance of the doctrines he taught. 
Firſt, This will appear when we conſider his 


_ qualifications, as to the manner and method of his 


teaching. Jeſus had greatly the advantage of all 
other teachers, as he taught from conſcious know- 
ledge. The wiſeſt and beſt, in all ages of the 


world, have been fo ſenſible of the imperfection 


of human reaſon, that we find them often wiſhing 


with eagerneſs for ſome divine teacher, who in- 


ſtead of the uncertain conjectures of human 
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knowledge, might inform them of the truth, as 
it really exiſted in the mind of God. 
Prejudices are fo eaſily imbibed, and our tem- 


pers are ſo different at different times, that paſſion 
often baffles jud gment, and caprice fits 1n the ſeat 


of reaſon: the conſequence of which is that ti 


greateſt philoſophers, among the Heathens, were 
convinced that their ſenſes were narrow, reaſon 
infirm, life ſhort, and truth immerſed in the 
deep: they taught their ſcholars in all things, 
that is was ſafeſt to ſuſpend their aſſent, inſtead 
of pretending to certainty; to content themſelves 


with opinion, grounded upon probability, as all 


that a rational mind had to acquieſce in. 
But Chriſt was not taught after the manner of 
men; the Spirit was given him above meaſure, 


inſomuch that the Jews marvelled, © how know- 


eth this man letters, ſeeing he was never learn- 


ed: the ſolution 1s eaſy, my doctrine, ſays he, 
* 18 not mine own, but his that ſent me.“ He ge- 


nerally introduces himſelf with the word werz//, 
_ denoting the great importance, and neceſſity, as 
well as abſolute certainty of wet he ſaid: it was 
not with Jeſus as with the wile men of dla; & 
was not opinion, but knowledge; it was not pro- 
bability, but certainty; it was not reaſoning, but 


Intuition; as God is light, fo was Chriſt; God 


© manifeſt in the fleſn.— The Heathens were di- 
ſtracted by the multiplicity of opinions their maſ- 
ters entertained, even about the principal concerns 
of life; thus perplexed with doubts and difficul- 
ties; their ſcholars were ready to conclude, that 
there was either no truth in nature, or that it was 
beyond their reach. But, upon the other hand, 


Jeſus ſteadily and uniformly taught the ſame ſu- 


blime doctrines; his diſciples ſaw the truth as it was 
in him, knew chat they could not be deceived, 


wondered at the gracious words chat proceeded 
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dut of his mouth. What has been ſaid, concern- | 


ing Jeſus ſpeaking from conſcious knowledge, is 


not to be underſtood as if the bare poſitive affirma- 


tion of any teacher was a ſufficient ground for 


belief: this Jeſus expreſsly diſclaims, when he 


tells us, If he bore witneſs of himſelf, his wit- 
© neſs was not true; but there is another that bear- 
eth witneſs of me, and I know that the witneſs 


< that he witneſſeth of me is true. For the works 
which the Father hath given me to finiſh, the 


£ ſame works that I do, bear witneſs of me, that 
the Father hath ſent me. | 

The truth of this aſſertion will further appear, 
in the ſecond place, when we conſider that ſeſus 
had ſufficient power to convince the world that 
he was actually commiſſioned by his heavenly 


Father, to inſtruct the ſons of men, and enlighten 


their minds : -keiice-he produced the additional e- 
vidence of teſtimony in miracles and prophecies. 


The truths of the goſpel of Jeſus, being of a 
moral nature, cannot properly be ſupported by 


any foreign evidence, except that of teftimony, 
All moral truths are probable, not certain: there- 
fore the aid of teſtimony 1s brought in for their 


ſupport, by which they, from being probable, be- 
come as certain, as if they were capable of the 


higheſt degree of mathematical demonſtration. 
To reject therefore this ſort of evidence, which 


alone they are capable of, is the height of folly 
and ingratitude; it is to reject what renders thẽſe 


facts from being probable, to become certain, and 
to demand what is impoſſible; which is as great 


madneſs, as if one ſhould be diſpleaſed with his 


l 
ſtructure, becauſe he cannot perceive ſounds with 
his eyes, or diſcern colours with his ears. 

It is not intended at preſent, to enter into a de- 
tail of all the miracles our Saviour performed, or 
prophecies he uttered; only let it be obſerved, that 
whoever reflects upon them with attention and 
candour, mult acknowledge that it will be hard to 
invent, or even to conceive a more eaſy, ſpeedy, 
elegant, yet convincing method of inſtruction; 
our Saviour knew well that to minds little verſed 


in ſpeculation, ſpeculation would not be intelli- 


gible; and that long deductions of reaſon, in 
proof of any doctrine, would never have the ſame 
effect as inſtructions, whereupon is ſtamped the 
authority of the great God. Our Saviour did not 
pretend to revelations which he never enjoyed; he 
bore his father's commiſſion, which he made ap- 
parent on all reaſonable occaſions, and gave this 
undeniable proof of the reality of his pretenſions, 
that none could do the works he did, unleſs God 
was with him; ſo that he could be no impoſtor. 
But in the third place, the truth of this aſſerti- 
on will appear, when we conſider that he knew 
what was in man: there is nothing that men ſtu- 


dy, or at leaſt ought to ſtudy more, than the ca- 


pacities, paſſions, prejudices, tempers and taſtes 
of their audience, that they may ſuit their inſtrue- 
tions to their capacities, conquer their prejudices, 
moderate their paſſions, rectify their lives, and 


reform their taſtes; but theſe are earthly teachers, 


and ſpeak of the earth; Jeſus was from heaven, and 


above all; the one ſees only the outward behavi- 
our, and from that judges of the heart, thele may 


RX, 
. 
r 


E OD OT 
be, and often are, deceived; Jeſus ſaw the heart, 
therefore could not be deceived; the ſuperlative 
advantage of this wiſdom of his needs only to be 

mentioned to ſhew its excellency. Had his diſci- 
ples the common prejudices of the Jewiſh nation, 
it was well known to their mafter, who proporti- 
oned his inſtructions to their capacities and bear- 


ing. I have yet many things to ſay,” was his 


ſpeech to them a little before his crucifixion, but 
you cannot bear them now; this divine knowledge 
of his led him to addreſs them in ſuch happy a- 
pologues, and fables, beautiful parables and alle- 
gories, as at once inſinuated themſelves gently, 


were remembered eaſily; contradicted their pre- 


judices, without appearing to do ſo; inſtructed 
them without the imperious air of a maſter; cor- 
rected them without ſeverity; and reproved them 
without inſulting either their weakneſs or their 
ſins: this is obvious to all who know the hiſtory 
of the evangeliſts; they muſt be loſt to all taſte, if 
ſtrangers to its influence upon their minds, 
Again, the truth of this aſſertion will appear, 
when we conſider that his whole life, ſufferings, 
and death were one uninterrupted evidence of the 
truth of his doctrine, and of the purity of his 


laws. Example, ſays the proverb, ig better than 


. precept; experience verifies this ſaying; we need 
only caſt our eyes upon the world to fee its daily 
force; we have only to turn them inward to fee 
why it is ſo. Such is the imperfection of human 


underſtanding, that abſtract, or general propoſi- 
tions, though ever fo true, appear obſcure or: 


doubtful until explained by example; ſuch is 


1 
the frail temper of our minds, that the wiſeſt lef- 
ſons, in favour of religion, go but a little way to 
convince the judgment, and determine the will, 
unleſs enforced by ſome other means; example 
has life, precept has not; precept often terrifies 
with ſeeming ſeverity, example fires with emhla- 
tion; precept appeals to the underſtanding, exam 
ple wins paſſion to the ſide of judgment, makes 
the whole man of a piece. Many of the antient 
philoſophers gave excellent rules, but could not 
practice them in life. Jeſus practiſed the hardeſt 
of his own precepts, was himſelt what he taught 
the world to be; his life was a living tranſcript 
of his pure and perfect doctrines; his boldeſt e- 
nemies have never had the effrontery to contra- 
dict this evident fact. e | 1 

But, in the ſecond place, the truth of this aſ- 
ſertion will further appear, when we conſider the 
ſuperior excellency and importance of the doc- 
trines he taught. . | 

In the firſt place, Jeſus has brought life and 
immortality to light by his goſpel. It was ſaid 
by an Heathen emperor, that if he could per- 
ſuade himſelf that there was no God, who made 
and governs the world, he would not live ano- 
ther day in it; he might have added, with the 
apoſtle, 1f there was not another ſtate, beyond 
death and the grave; for then, of all men, the 
good and virtuous would be the moſt miſerable. 
For though the diſplays of God's goodneſs, even 
in this ſtate, are infinite; and the generality of 
mankind happy, far beyond their deſert; yet 
their follies are ſo great, and the vices of men 


as 1 | 
ſo monſtrous; the miſeries of life ſo numerous, 
the pleaſures of it ſo vain, that mankind would 


find but ſmall encouragement to virtue, and, at 


moſt, act only ſo far conform to the rules of ho- 


lineſs, as they could do with ſafety to their inte- 
reſtiand pleaſure; and would, with the Epicure- 


an, cry out, let us eat and 4 for to-morrow 
we die. But when we conſider it in another light, 
as not our final ſtate, but a ſtate of trial and pro- 
bation, for the exerciſe of all thoſe graces and 
virtues, which we {ſhall carry with us into ano- 
ther world; when, if we have acted our part 
well, we ſhall receive the moſt ſignificant of 
all applauſes; or, if otherwiſe, the moſt dread- 
ful of all condemnations. 'Then it is, if we have 
any ſpark of ambition, we muſt be fired with 


the beauty of holineſs, the pleaſures and gain of 


godlineſs: See that the wiſdom of fools is folly, 
leading to the gates of death. 

That the Heathens were ignorant of this im- 
portant article of religion, or that they were 
not ſo convinced of its reality, as could much 
influence their practice, is evident from their 
writings; the beſt and wiſeſt of them entertained 
their thoughts upon this ſubject, with ſuch dif- 
fidence, that they rather looked on it as greatly 
to be wiſhed for than believed. To uſe their own 


language, it often happened to their minds, when 


prying into this matter, as it does to our eyes, 
when looking too intenſely upon the bright ſun, 
which dazzles them ſo as to make them give o- 
ver looking at all. If it was fo with the learned, 
what muſt it have been with the unlearned, who 


\ 
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lived without God in this world, or any expe*- 
tation of futurity? Thanks, immortal thanks, to 
the heavenly Father, who, in Chriſt, has revealed 
to babes, what was hid from the wiſe, without 
the pains: of ſearch, or danger of miſtake; we 
have not only the hopes, but certainty of happi- 
neſs; we are not only believers in, but heirs of 
1mmortality. 

The diſcoveries of this important truth by Je- 
ſus are more expreſs and clear than thoſe made 
to the Jews; as their laws were temporary, ſo 
were their ſanctions; and though it may be al- 
ledged, that the Jews, in part, or faintly, believed 
in a future ſtate; yet we'may aver, they had not 


the ſame evidence whereupon to found their 
faith. Jeſus came from that other world, could 


not be deceived in what he ſaid of it; while he 
lived on earth, he raiſed the dead from their 
graves, roſe himſelf by his own power, aſcended 
to heaven from whence he came; here is a proof 
the moſt convincing we can have, until we our- 


ſelves enter upon that ſtate, from whence there is 


no return. 
But in the ſecond place, the truth of this af- 


ſertion will appear, when we conſider the rejoic- 
ing diſcovery he has made of his Father's will- 
ingneſs to forgive all ſorts of ſins, to all ſorts of 
{1nners, upon their complying with the terms of 
the goſpel; here neither the Heathen, or Jewiſh 
religion could give ſuch ſatisfaction as might ſet 
the hearts of men fully at reſt: God had conclud- 
ed all in unbelief, that he might have mercy up- 
on all, The law required perfect obedience; what 
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Jew could: fulfil the whole law? There was an 
oſtentatious ſect, who boaſted of keeping the law, 
ſo as boldly to appeal unto the world. "Theſe 
proud Pharifees, did they not know that the 
blood of bulls and of goats could not take away 
fin. It was a more excellent ſervice, than that of 
rites and ceremonies; a more precious blood, than 


that of bulls and goats, with which God can be 


pleated. 


It has been alledged, that the natural notions 


we have of the mercy and goodneſs of Jehovah, 
would, of themſelves, lead us to conclude, that 


God would forgive penitent reforming ſinners. 
But if we reflect upon the natural conſequences 


of vice, this alledgeance will have no ſolid foun- 
dation; for ſhould it even be allowed, that God 
might pardon ſome leſs atrocious ſins, yet there 
are others of ſuch a deep dye, and their conſe- 


quences ſo fatal, ſo permanent, that without ſome 
mediate interpoſition of the divine being, to pre- 


vent their conſequence, they muſt in their own 


nature render men eternally miſerable: yea, we 


even find that thoſe foibles, that the world calls 


ſallies of youth, and little imprudences, often have 
ſuch conſequences that all our future ſorrow, all 


our future prudence, can never retrieve: Now, 


ſince God permits theſe things to take place in 
this world, what reaſon can we have to hope that. 
God will interrupt the natural courſe of the con- 
ſequence of vice in another world, eſpecially in 


favours of thoſe who have been violators and de- 
ſpiſers of his laws? Say then that vain men did 
reform, that they ſpent the latter part of thei; 
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lives in virtue and holineſs; yet who durſt venture 


to affirm, that this again would reconcile, far 
leſs make atonement, for paſt and future faults: 
If we have a law within us that informs us that 


we are obliged to keep the laws of God; its lan- 


guage muſt be conſiſtent, and tell us that we are 


to keep theſe laws at all times; this the beſt have 


not done; where then is their confidence placed? 
The natural attendants of guilt are fear and re- 
morſe; theſe cloud the mind, clip the wings of 


hope, harden into deſpair, and make us give up 


for loſt, what was at beſt but doubtful. How 
| comtorting, therefore, muſt it be to hear our Sa- 
viour announcing, that his blood cleanſeth from 


all ſin! 
This leads me to a third argument, which is 


the method of God's diſpenſing his pardoning 
mercy to the world; this, without doubt, is pure- 


ly a matter of revelation, ſo great in itſelf, ſo big 
with happy confequences, ſo tar above our com- 
prehenſion; at the {ame time ſuch an aſtoniſhing 
diſplay of God's wiſdom and goodneſs, holineſs 
and juftice, as ſhould fill our mouths with that 
grateful exclamation, O the heighth, the depth, 
the breadth, and the length of the love of God 
in Chriſt, it paſſeth all underſtanding! Strange 
event! The Lord of glory died for men; do we 
conſider his rank, he was God's equal; do we 


conſider his power, by him the worlds were 
made; do we conſider his riches, in him dwells 


all the treaſures of the Godhead. Yet, extraordi- 

nary perſon as he was, he emptied himſelf of all 

theſe, became ſubject to death, that he might re- 
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concile us to God, ſatisfy juſtice, make us kings 


and priefts in his Father's kingdom. Here is a 
truth the belt ſuited to our preſent ſtate of ſin and 


weakneſs; withal, the moſt rejoicing we can 


conceive. Chriſt not only informs us of God's 


willingneſs to pardon fin; but that he himſelf 
came into this world to effect and accompliſh 
this grand ſcheme, by his obedience and death, 


that we might be heirs of glory. Here is a 


ſcheme the beſt contrived to excite in us the moſt 
hearty ſorrow for and hatred of fin: Here is a 
ſcheme that gives the nobleſt views of God's 
moral government over the world in righteouſ- 
neſs: Here is a ſcheme, though to the ſews a 
ſtumbling- block, and to the Greeks fooliſhneſs, 
yet found to be both the power and wiſdom of 


God unto ſalvation. A truth, that it were bold to 


believe it, and think it true, if it were not far 
bolder to. diſbelieve, and call it in queſtion. 

The laſt thing I mention, for the truth of this 
aſſertion, is the promiſe of the holy Spirit, to 
aſſiſt our ſincere, and co-operate with our honeſt 
endeavours after purity of heart, and holineſs of 
life, the expreſs conditions upon which we can 
ſhow ourſelves the diſciples of Chriſt, and candi- 
dates for heaven. It is not in man to direct his 


own ſteps. The imperfection of our underſtand- 
ing is often ſo great that we are apt to miſtake 


our duty; the corruption and perverſeneſs of aur 


hearts fo deſperate, that though we could ſee our 
duty, we will not practiſe it; temptations are ſo 


ſtrong, our minds ſo weak, that we are in dan- 


ger of being hurried away by them. All * 
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diſcouragements are provided againſt by no reli- 
gion but that of the bleſſed Jeſus, who promiſes, 
and readily affords, the aids of the holy Spirit. 

Ihe goodneſs of God to us in this reſpect, is 
illuſtrated by the feeble goodneſs of earthly pa- 
rents to their children. Says our Saviour, It ye, 
being evil, know how to give good gifts to your 
children, how much more will your heavenly 
Father give his holy Spirit to them that aſk.” 
How defirable is this information? That he 
+ will not ſuffer us to be tempted above what we 
are able; that his grace ſhall be ſufficient for us, 
and his firength made perfect in our weaknels.' 

Under the conviction of this truth, what tempta- 


tion can overcome us? What ſin defeat, or marr 


our breaking the force of evil habits, and confirm- 
ing good ones, under the influence of our divine 
Teacher, the nature and tendency of whoſe doc- 
trines, and leſſons, give a manifeſt title to the 
aſſumed appellation in che text, chat he is the 
light? 

II. We proceed to the . thing propoſed, 
which was to ſhew, that he 1s the light of the 
world, to Jews and Gentiles. | 

All nations of the earth, Jews as well as Gen 
tiles, had long lain under a tedious night of dark- 


neſs; what tended to diſpel it a little, was their 


expectation of the Meſſias, ſtyled the deſire of all 
the world. —All theſe grand and beautiful deſ- 
criptions with which the Old Teſtament abounds 
centre in Jeſus. To give a deſcription of the mi- 
{erable ſtate of the Jews, might perhaps not be ſo 
proper from this place; but whoever, with care 
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and attention, reads their 3 as recorded by 


writers of their own nation, who will not be ſuſ- 
pected of exaggeration, will find, that, on all oc- 
caſions, they ſhewed themſelves a ſtiff-necked 


and rebellious people, a generation of vipers. 
Our Saviour gives us a woful account ot that 
corruption, and degeneracy, which prevailed a- 
mong their rulers and chief men, as blind guides, 


gropping in the dark; the conſequence is plain 


and fatal, there can be no doubt but their law 


was pure and holy, every way adapted to their 


circumſtances, and a proper ſchool-maſter to 
bring them to Chriſt; but their doctors and rab- 
bies had groſsly perverted its pure and ſimple 
meaning, delivering for the oracles of God, the 
unmeaning traditions of men; inſtead of uſing 
their rites and ceremonies, in their original view, 
of being typical and figurative of inward purity 
and holineſs, and of a better religion to come; 
they either conſidered them as God's beſt inſtitu- 
tion, and conſequently never to be abrogated, or 
made them a cloak of licentiouſneſs, regarding 


the regular performance of them as ſufficient 


compenſation for the want of inward purity. 
Theſe abuſes, in their worſhip, our Saviour cor- 
rects in his firſt public appearance, by exhibit- 


ing to their view the moſt ample, ſatisfying ac- 


count of that true inward religion, alone accept- 


able to God. — Did the Phariſees pay tithes? &c. 


Jeſus tells them, they omitted the weightier mat- 
ters of the law, judgment, mercy, and faith. 
Did they make clean the outſide of the cup and 
platter? Jeſus tells them, they were only like 
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whited ſepulchres, beautiful without, within 
full of dead mens bones, and all uncleanneſs. 


Did the Jews maintain ſuch a ſuperſtitious regard 
for the ſabbath of the Lord, that they deemed it 


{ſintul on that day to perform even any act of cha- 


rity? Jeſus aſſures them, that mercy is better than 
ſacrifice. That the Jews had loſt all ſenſe of the 


true nature ot religion is evident from that blind 


zeal they had for the obſervation of uſeleſs rites, 


and vnavailing ceremonies, contrary to the mer- 


ciful deſign God had in view when he enjoined 
them; they flattered themſelves with the hopes 


of juſtification by theſe; nay, after the converſion. 


of many of them to Chriſtianity, how eagerly did 


they inſiſt on the conjunction of the Jewiſh rites, 


with the Chriſtian terms of ſalvation? Thus igno- 
rant were they of the true nature of God, and ra- 
tional religion, in which our Saviour inſtructed 
them, for withdrawing their attentions from theſe 
beggarly elements, and rudiments of religion, 
that were onlv a ſhadow to the ſubſtance. 

Again, our Saviour was the light of the Jews; 
as he explained more particularly, and ratified 
with more noble motives, and ſanctions, the mo- 
ral law of God, which they had a copy of, wrote 


by the finger of God himſelf, containing a ſum- 


mary of the duties they owe to God and man; 
yet they had found means to corrupt the worſhip 
of God, and free themſelves from the duties of 
charity, judgment, and mercy, ſo fully enjoined 
by this law: Theſe abuſes Jeſus corrects in his ſer- 
mon upon the mount, and on many other occaſi- 
ons of his public miniſtry, making his explanati- 
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nobleſt rewards. | 
Further, it is certain, from the whole hiſto 


of the goſpel, that our Saviour, by himſelf, or by 


his apoſtles, was the light of the Jews; in giving 
them more full diſcoveries concerning the con- 
ſtitution and policy of his kingdom. It is certain, 
from both ſacred and profane hiſtory, that the 
Jews entertained the moſt ſtrange, unwarrantable 
notions, as to the nature and deſign of Chriſt's 

kingdom, that can be conceived; far from ima- 
gining they had any occaſion for ſuch a thing as 
a ſpiritual kingdom to be erected among them; 
that they looked upon themſelves as in the heighth 
of glory, in this reſpect, and wanted no more than 


a temporal prince, who ſhould erect univerſal | 
empire among them, free them from their Roman 


ſlavery, and make all nations tributary to them : 


This prejudice was ſo general, that we find it deep- : 


ly rooted amongſt the diſciples themſelves; nor 
did they get the better of it, till after his death 
and reſurrection; then they began to fee and feel 
the truth of what Jeſus often had told them, that 
his kingdom was not of this world. In fine, al] 


the types, ceremonies, and predictions recorded 


in the Old Teſtament, are ſo manifeſtly fulfilled 
in Jeſus Chriſt, that by this circumſtance, as their 
own law cannot fail, but was fulfilled by means 
of the exact accompliſhment of every article in 


the character of Jeſus; ſo alſo it is of more gene- 
ral extent, Chriſtianity having reflected a luſtre on 
their law, which it never could have without it; 


\ 
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on of the moral law ſo far new, as it was enforced 
vuvith the ſublime ſtmotives, ſtriking penalties, and 
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hence the inference is plain and obvious, that Je- 


ſus is the light of the Jews. 


But, in the ſecond place, as he is the light of 


the Jews, ſo alſo of the Gentiles, To preſent 
before your eyes a juſt picture of the Heathen 
world, would appear naturally ſo ugly and de- 
formed, that it might be ſuſpected that we ex- 
ceeded the life, did not their own hiſtorians draw 
their features ſo diſtorted, and their manners fo 
ugly, that there is no danger, from any thing we 
can ſay, that it will be more frightful. One, 


however, would be willing to throw a ſhade over 


their monſtrous vices, and rather ſay ſomething 
in favour of human nature, did ſacred truth ad- 


mit of it; but this would only be a flattering re- 
preſentation, no true copy of the original. Chriſ— 


tianity, barely repreſented to the eye, appears ſo 
lovely, that it needs no falſe colouring to ſet it 
off; no ſhades to heighten its beauty; no con- 
traſt to make its excellencies appear; it is like a 
diamond of the pureſt water, not needing the 


compariſon of any uſeleſs vial, or leſs valuable 


gem, to brighten its luſtre, What we ſhall ob- 
ſerve with reſpect to the miſerable ſtate of the 
Heathens, ſhall neither be as if Chriſtianity, in 
order to ſupport its character as a religion, need- 
ed to be compared with other religions; nor with 
the malicious deſign of inſulting over the igno- 
rance and ſinfulneſs of the Heathens; for this a- 
gain would be glorying in the croſs of Chriſt, in a 
ſenſe quite averſe to the diſpoſition of him who 
was crucified; but ſolely with a view to awaken 
our gratitude to God, and our Saviour, for the 
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bright diſplays of his love and unmerited favoure 


to us, that we may be animated and excited to 
a behaviour and conduct, in life, that correſponds 


with ſo much light and knowledge, that, as we 


differ in privileges, we may alſo excel in prac- 


tice. 

In the firſt place then, the Heathens had ei- 
ther loſt the ſenſe of, or groſsly corrupted the 
worſhip of the one true and living God. Their 
notions of the Deity were moſt abſurd and impi- 


- ous, altogether unworthy of the character of the 


Creator and Governor of the univerſe, The mul- 
tiplicity again of their deities wholly diſtracted the 
minds of their worſhippers. The hiſtory of the 


birth, life, actions, and even death of their gods = 


are truly monſtrous; as their gods were the great- 
eſt oppreſſors, or vileſt miſcreants, while on earth, 

ts, hiſtorians, repreſent them as patterns of all 
wickedneſs. No vice but had its patron among 
the gods. Things the moſt ſhameful were deified, 


altars erected, divine worſhip paid them. Their 


religion conſiſted of no rational articles of belief, 
or practice, but in a heap of ridiculous ſuperſtition, 
impious ceremonies and obſervations. 

2dly, The manner of their worſhip corre- 


ſponded with the nature of their gods, whom they 
thought could be appeaſed by nothing ſo well as 


the bl ood of human facrifices, and thoſe the moſt 
worthy and innocent. This of human ſacrifice 
prevailed over the whole world, forbid by no reli- 
gion, except that of the Jews, No wonder to find 
many of the Heathens imagining they did not 
need the aſſiſtance of ſuch gods, to forward them 
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in virtue; nay to ſind the Stoics aſſerting, that 
they could equal, even exceed their gods in vir- 
tue; for what man, what devil, could exceed them 
in vice. | 

3dly, The Heathens had inſtituted among them 
a claſs of prieſts, not to inſtruct them in, and in- 
force the practice of virtue; but only to conſult 
the flight of birds, the intrails of victims and ſa- 
crifices. Hence their cruelties in war, their op- 
preſſions in peace. Theſe facts even in their po- 
liteſt nations, are too well knowg to be mention- 
ed. Their poets and hiſtorians confirm the apoſ- 
tles account of them, Rom. i. 23. to the end, 
where we are taught that their morals were deſ- 
perately corrupted, and was of a piece with their 

idolatrous views. This was a proper ſeaſon for 

divine goodneſs to interpoſe, by his Son Jetus 
Chriſt, to extricate the world from this darknels, 
into the glorious and marvellous light of the go- 
ſpel, which exhibits to us amiable and grand 
views of the divine Being, in his exiſtence, per- 
fections, and moral government; painting virtue 
in its native and intrinſic beauty, ſo as to attract 
regard; and vice, in all its uglineſs and deformity. 
His inſtructions are plain and obvious to all, none 
are driven from him; high and low, rich and 
poor, are equally nd virtue and vice make 
the diſtinction. Hence Jeſus is the light to both 
Jews and Gentiles. 

III. We proceed now to the third thing propoſ- 
ed, which was to ſhow, what is implied in fol- 
lowing him, © He that followeth me.“ Following 
Jeſus comprehends the whole of practical reli gion. 

8 2 


+ 
He himſelf was in every reſpect what he taught 
the world to be. He left us an example that we 
ſhould follow his ſteps; Chriſtians are required to 
have the ſame mind in them that was in Chriſt 
Jeſus. This will diſplay itſelf in fervent piety 
and devotion towards God; in manly fortitude, 
and unremitting zeal, for the honour of God's 
name, the purity of his laws and worſhip, per- 
fect reſignation and ſubmiſſion to the divine 
will. 

Following Jeſus comprehends irreproachable 
conduct towards men, in ſincere love, and undiſ- 
guiſed affection, ſympathizing with their diſtreſs, 
adminiſtring comfort and conſolation under me- 
lancholy; being candid and condeſcending to 
their weakneſs, perverſeneſs, and prejudices; de- 
licate, but faithful, in reproofs, when abſolutely 
neceſſary. 

Further, it implies meekneſs and gentleneſs to 
enemies, however unprovoked, and however 
great their indignities; though reviled we might 
not revile again; uſing penetration to prevent 
their deſigns, and caution to avoid their ſnares. 

In fine, following Jeſus, denotes humility, 
meekneſs, patience, forbearance, and forgiveneſs; 
delighting in doing good; having minds above 
the world; looking with difdain and contempt 
upon every thing that would draw us aſide from 
theſe ſtrong and ſacred obligations we lye under 
to the love and ſervice of God, that like Jeſus we 
may be holy, harmleſs, and ſeparate from ſin. 
Theſe are the great outlines that conſtitute the 
Chriſtian character, and which ſhone with ſuch : re- 


Ton 
markable luſtre in the life of Jeſus. Theſe we 
ought to tranſplant into our own fouls, that we 
may reſemble him as much as the preſent frail and 
imperfect ſtate of our natures will admit, which 
conſtitutes that duty of following him. 

IV. In the laſt place, we proceed, as was pro- 
poſed, to ſtate that connection which exiſts be- 
tween following Jeſus, and the enjoyment of all 
that knowledge neceſſary to eternal life. This 
will appear by . from the cauſe to the 


effect. 


It is an acknowledged maxim, that principles 


influence practice. Indeed it cannot be other- 


wiſe; for knowledge of any kind, or principles 
of any kind, ſeem to be without force until re- 
duced to practice; practice conſtitutes their power 
and value; man was made for action, conſe- 


quently principles loſe all their worth, if they 
are not principles of action: the man who is en- 
dowed with good principles, and firmly believes 


the truths of revelation, promiſes fairer for hap- 


pineſs than the man that has wrong, or no prin- 
ciples at all. Beſides, God who is a lover of 
righteouſneſs, can make no man miſerable who 


performs what is acceptable to him, in embrac- 


ing and practiſing the truths of the goſpel, as 
they are taught by Jeſus Chriſt. 

But in the ſecond place, if we follow our 4 
vine maſter in practice, as well as in principle, 


we ſhall certainly acquire more knowledge, and 


that of the moſt important and intereſting kind; 
for as principles influence practice, it is no leſs 


evident, that practice influences principle. It is 
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a ſad but melancholy truth, that the original 
tranſgreſſion of God's law introduced all the fin 
and miſery, as well as ignorance, into the world, 
which the bleſſed Jeſus came to remove. It is 
the nature of ſin, ſome how, not only to ſpoil the 
heart, but alſo the head; ſo alſo the diſcharge of 
duty, as it reforms the heart, ſo it informs the 
underſtanding, inſpires with a love to know his 
duty better; his ſearch will be diligent, his regard 
to virtue great and ſincere; no prejudices that 
darken the minds of others can obſtruct his light. 
Thus principle and example mutually operate 
upon one another; ſo as they who are poſſeſt of 
them ſhall not walk in darkneſs, but ſhall have 
the light of life. 

But in the laſt place, upon this part of the ſub- 
ject, the aſſurance of divine aid is one of the moſt 
encouraging doctrines of Chriſtianity, to animate 
us in duty, eſpecially when Chriſt alſo ſays, I am 
| the way, the truth and the life; with what has 
been ſaid, the promiſes and appointment of God 
make the connection evident and ſatisfying; who- 
ſoever believeth on him ſhall not perith but have 
everlaſting life. He that loveth me, ſhall be loved . 
of my Father: I will love him and manifeſt my- 1 
ſelf to him. Again, if a man love me, and keep my | 
words, my Father will love him, and we will 
come unto him, and make our abode with him. 
In this ſenſe Jeſus, in a peculiar manner, is the 
light of the world; for by this divine illuminati- 
on he has promiſed to give us, by this communi- 
on he maintains with us, we can harbour no fear 
that thoſe who follow him, ſhall walk in dark- 
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neſs, or fall ſhort of eternal life; becauſe the prin- 


ciples of religion of themſelves are fo enlightning, 
the obeying his laws ſo influencing, the promiſes 


of his maintaining. communion and fellowſhip 


with us, ſo animating and enlivening, and each 
of theſe particulars ſo well adapted to free us from 
darkneſs and ignorance, that as he who travels 
in the day time, whilſt the ſun ſhines bright o- 
ver his head, cannot eaſily err, but may ſee, both 
whither and which way he goes: ſo whoever be- 
lieves and follows the doctrines of Jeſus, cannot 
remain even, 1n the nature of things, under any 
great miſtake or uncertainty, concerning the way 
to ſalvation; or be deficient in that knowledge ne- 
ceſſary to eternal life and happineſs, which is, and 
ought to be, the ultimate aim of human actions 
and life. 
Having finiſhed the method propoſed, I ſhall, 


as uſual on fimilar occaſions, offer, to my Rever- 


end Fathers and Brethren, a few motives and ar- 
guments to excite and animate us, to let our light 
ſo ſhine, that others ſeeing our good works, they 
may ſerve the Lord. 


The firſt motive I mention is the honour and 
dignity of this our office, which conſiſts in pu- 
bliſhing the ſame meſſage, and glad tidings of 


falvation, that Jeſus publiſhed from the higheſt 
authority, Matth. xxviii. 19. Go ye therefore 
© and teach all nations, baptizing them in the 
© name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the 
holy Ghoſt:“ John xx. 21, 22. Then faid Je- 
* ſus to them again, peace be unto you; as my 
Father hath ſent me, even ſo ſend I you. And 


C 28 I 
© when he had ſaid this, he breathed on * and 
* ſaith unto them, receive ye the holy Ghoſt.? 
2 Cor. v. 20, * Now then we are ambafladors for - 
© Chriſt, as though God did beſeech you by us; 
ve pray you in Chriſt's ſtead, be ye reconciled 
© to God. 

2d Motive, Conſider the worth and excellency 
of the ſoul; its redemption is precious, the whole 
world in e Aides with it, is of no value, © what 
will it profit a man, if he ſhould gain the whole 
world. and loſe his own ſoul; or what will a man 

give in exchange for his ſoul.” 

3d Motive, Conſider that direful doom and 
ſentence which awaits the _—_ and unprofitable 
ſervant, Ezek. xxxi11. 7, 8. © $0 thou, O ſon of 
man, I have ſet thee a watchman unto the 
© houſe of Ifrael; therefore thou ſhalt hear the 

* word at my mouth, and warn them from me. 
When I ſay unto the wicked, O wicked man, 
thou ſhalt ſurely die; if thou doeſt not ſpeak to 
© warn the wicked from his way, that wicked 
* man ſhall die in his iniquity, but his blood will 
I require at thine hand. 

Laſt of all, Often reflect upon, od conſider, 
that ſignificant applauſe and grand reward, that 
God will beſtow upon the faithful ſervant. If 
thou warn the wicked of his way, to turn from 
it, if he does not turn from his way, he ſhall die 
in his iniquity, but thou haſt delivered thy foul. 
Theſe that turn many to righteouſneſs, ſhall ſhine 
as the ſun in the firmament in the kingdom of the 
Father. Converts ſhall be to them for a crown of 
joy and rejoicing in the day of the Lord. | 


„ 


T ſhall now take my leave of this ſubject, hy: 


preſcribing a few rules and directions to my re- 
ſpectable audience, as to the manner they ſhould 
receive the light and hear inſtructions. | 

Firſt of all, It ſhould be with diligence and at- 
tention. Forſake not the aſſembling of yourſelves 

together, as the manner of ſome is. When aſſem- 

bled, he that hath ears to hear, let him hear what 
the Spirit ſaith to the churches, , 

2dly, You ought to receive inſtructions with 
candor and integrity; diveſted of all partiality and 
prejudice, receive the truth in the love of the 
truth, and as it is revealed in Jeſus Chriſt. 


3dly, You ought to hear with moderation and 
meekneſs, as new-born babes deſire the ſincere: 


milk of the word, that ye may grow thereby. 

Again, Receive inſtructions with a view to 
practiſe them; be not only hearers, but doers of 
the will of God; if ye know theſe things, happy 
are ye if ye do them. 


Laſt of all, Ve ought to hear, i in the exerciſe of 


frequent, fervent and ſerious prayer to. God for 
his bleſſing, that alone makes rich; for Paul may 
plant, Apollo may water, but God alone giveth 
the increaſe. 

May God of his infinite mercy, and for ſome 
good purpoſe, bleſs what has been ſaid; and to his 
name be the praiſe and glory, now and « ever, 
Amen. 


THF. END OP THE SERMON. 
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EXHORTATION 
| AT 


VISITING OF FAMILIES. 


12 intention and deſign pf viſiting fami- 


lies in this manner, is to put them in mind 


of the great importance of religion, and of that 


intereſt and concern every one of us has in it. 
Our attention to religion conſtitutes the care we 
take of our precious and immortal ſouls; this 
makes it the one thing needful, as it ſecures the 
better part. 

Since religion is of ſuch moment and conſe- 
quence unto us, it is natural and reaſonable to 


expect that God, in his goodneſs, would make us 


acquainted with the duties of it, ſome how or o- 
ther. This he has been Pleaſed to do theſe three 
ways. 

Firſt, We may know ſomething of religion, 
by attending carefully to the works of creation. 
The volume of nature lies open before every one 
of us, we ſhould read from it as the Pſalmiſt did; 
the heavens declare thy glory, the firmament 
ſhews thy handy-work. The apoſtle reaſons to 
the ſame purpoſe, when he tells us, that the invi- 
fible things of God, even his eternal power and 
Godhead, are clearly {een by the An he hath 


made. 
But then, in the ſecond place, we may know a 


little of religion, by attending carefully to what 
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paſſes in in our * where God has planted the con- 
ſcience, a ſubſtitute and vicegerent of his, which ne- 
ver fails to approve of us when we do right, and 
condemn us when we do wrong; this is confirmed 
by the experience of thoſe who attend to what paſ- 
ſes in their minds. Suppoſe we are meditating, or 
doing evil, in the moſt ſecret and clandeſtine man- 
ner, when no eye of the world ſees us; does not 
conſcience check and condemn us? And if we me- 
ditate, or do good; if the world ſee and condemn 
us, our own conſcience approves us. What can 
this be, but the voice of God, that candle of the 
Lord, that is lighted in the breaſt of every one of 
us. Hence the apoſtle tells us, that the Gentiles, 
which have not a law, that is a revealed law, they 
are a law unto themſelves; that is, have ſome ſenſe 
of religion impreſt upon their minds; and he ad- 
deth, in the mean while, their conſciences either 
accuſing, or elſe excuſing them. It is allow- 
ed by Chriſtians, of all denominations, to be a 
great part of duty, to keep conſciences void of 
offence, both towards God and towards man. 

But then, in the third and laſt place, we were 
not ſufficiently taught religion, either by what 
we ſaw in the world without us, or by what we 
felt in our own minds; therefore it pleaſed God | 
the Father, to give us a clear and perfect diſcovery 
of all the duties of religion by Jeſus Chriſt his 
own Son, who has opened to us the whole coun- 
cil of peace, the terms of reconciliation, and the 
conditions of our acceptance, in ſuch plain and 
legible characters, that the way-faring man may 
know it, he that runs may read. We are now 


1 


without excuſe, if we do not know our duty; yea 
if we do not practiſe it. What our Saviour of 
old applied to the Jews, with equal propriety, 
will apply to us, If I had not come to the world, 
ye would have had no ſin; but now you have no 
cloak or excuſe for your ſin; this, even this, will 
be our condemnation, that ſo much light has come 


into the world, and we love darkneſs rather than 
light, Jeſus Chriſt, the author of our religion, 


and the finiſher of our faith, has inſtituted vari- 
ous means to impreſs a ſenſe of duty on the mind. 
All of us have the ſcriptures, the word of . God, 


in our hand, which we ſhould ſearch with care 


and diligence; for in them we have the words of 


eternal life; they are they which teſtify to us con- 


cerning Jeſus Chriſt, what he has done, taught, 
and ſuffered on our account; what he requires us 
to do as men and Chriſtians. „ 
Beſides, the return of every ſabbath invites all 
to go up into the houſe of God, and worſhip in 
his ſanctuary; to hear the meſſage his fervants 
have to deliver, and receive the ſacraments, theſe 
ſeals of God's covenant. It may not be in the 
power of every perſon in this family to attend 
upon public inſtruction; ſuch as can, I hope, 
will make conſcience of doing it; and ſuch as are 
neceſſarily detained at home, I would put them in 
mind that it is their duty to remember the ſab- 
bath-day, to keep it holy; this is a day ſet apart 
for meditating on ſpiritual, heavenly, and divine 
ſubjects. Much of it ought to be ſpent in read- 
ing the ſcriptures, and other pious and devout 


books, meditating upon what is read, and being 
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nuch in prayer to God, for a bleſſing upon the 
public and private exerciſes of devotion. 

Beſides, it is an excellent mean for our im- 
provement in religion, that families keep up the 
worſhip of God decently and regularly in their 
houſes; this is that evening and morning facri- 
fice with which God is well pleaſed, and extreme- 
ly delighted with; to live in the neglect of it 
there is great hazard and danger; for the Lord 
has told us, by the prophet, that he will pour out 
his fury on the Heathen, and on the families 


that call not on his name. Now it muſt be a 


fearful thing to fall into the hands of an angry 
and offended God. | 
When I am upon that article of recommend- 
family worſhip, I would recommend it to 
families to worſhip God with New Teſtament, 
as well as Old Teſtament pſalms, a collection of 
which you have recommended by ſeveral aſſem- 
blies. I know it is very difficult, and even offen- 
ſive to introduce any thing new into the method 
of worſhip; but I would aſk Chriſtians, if wor- 


chip be conducted with us in ſo pure and perfect 


2 manner, as that it can admit of no reformation ? 
I believe no Chriſtian will ſay, this is the caſe, 
Why then, ſince it admits of e but that | 


we reform? 


I would have Chriſtians to aſk the following 
ueſtions, and anſwer them with a ſingle eye to 
the glory of God, and the 9 of their own 


fouls. 


Firſt, Aſk tlie queſtion, Do our teachers re- 
-ommend to us a New Teſtament pſalmody, if 


Ei 38; 1 
we obey the recommendation, will it be a great 
ſin to us, and aggravate our puniſhment, in the 
day of the Lord? If it increaſe your guilt, and ag- 
gravate your puniſhment, you are not to obey the 
recommendation; but if it has a contrary effect, 
why but you obey? 


2dly, Aſk yourſelves this queſtion, Do our 


teachers recommend a New Teſtament pſalmody, 
if we reject, refuſe, and even deſpiſe it, will this 
be a great duty to us and recommend us to the 
divine favour at the day of judgment? If it be a 


great duty, and recommend us to the divine fa- 


vour, we may reject, refuſe, and even deſpiſe it; 


but if it does not, I hope we will be cautious, and | 


circumſpect in our conduct. | 

3dly, Aſk this queſtion, Are we true a real 
Chriſtians, indeed, the friends of Chriſt? (I do not 
mean nominal or profeſſing Chriſtians; there is 
a wide difference between nominal and real Chriſ- 
tians,) If we can honeſtly ſay, that we are real 


Chriſtians, the point is gained; all his true 


friends will rejoice to praiſe him in New Teſta- 
ment pſalms, where he 1s the conſtant theme and 
ſubject, not in diſtant types and ſhadows, but in 
fact and reality. 


Laſt of all, Chriſtians may aſk themſelves this 


2 With what temper of mind, and diſpo- 
ition of ſoul, do we ſing the pſalms of David? I 
preſume we need not inform Chriſtians, that un- 
leſs they ſing the pſalms of David with grace and 
melody in their hearts, they ſing them to no pur- 
poſe; if we can ſay that we ſing them with grace 
and melody, the end is obtained; for all thoſe 
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who, with proper temper, can praiſe a coming 
Saviour, with the ſame temper will praiſe a come 
Saviour, who has accompliſhed the grand ſcheme 
of redemption. 

Now, to return to the exhortation, after we 
have thus worſhipped God in our families, every 
one of us ought to retire and worſhip God by 
ourſelves, thanking him for former kindneſs, im- 
ploring divine pardon for paſt offences, and re- 
commending ourſelves to the care and protection 
of God, in the future part of life. 

I would obſerve to parents, who are bleſt with 
children, that it is their duty to be very tender 
and circumſpe& in their life and converſation ; 
children are ſo many fouls, the charge of which 
are committed to their parents. Now we read 
from ſcripture, that if parents do not provide for 
their children, even the temporal, the periſhing 
enjoyments of the world, it 1s faid of them, that 
they have denied the faith, and are worſe than 
infidels. But if parents provide not for their 
children ſpiritual proviſion, that bread of life 
that cometh from above, and nouriſheth up to e- 
verlaſting life, they are guilty of a worſe crime, 
and liable to a far ſeverer cenſure. Get for your- 
ſelves and children underſtanding and religion; 
for that is the principal thing. 

It is the duty of all children to love, obey, and 
reverence their parents; remembering God their 
Creator, in the days of their youth, before that 
the evil time come upon them, and the years in 
which they muſt ſay, that they can find no plea» 
fare. They have this for their encouragement, 


[37 J 
if they ſerve God when they are young, when 
they come to be old, he will not leave nor for- 
ſake them. 

It is the duty of all ſervants, in every family, 
to be faithful to that truſt that is committed to 
them; they ſhould ferve, not with eye- ſervice, 
but with ſingleneſs of heart, adorning the doc- 
trine of God, and of Chriſt the Saviour. Could 


we perſuade maſters and ſervants, to be truly 


good and religious, it would be an eaſy matter 
to prevail upon each of them to the proper diſ- 


charge of the ſeveral duties they owe, in the ſeve- 


ral relations in which they are placed. Aged 


perſons ſhould be no longer ſlothful in buſineſs, 


but fervent in ſpirit, ſerving the Lord; redeem- 
ing the time, becauſe the days are evil; and as 
their merciful viſitation will not always laſt, the 


paſt part of their lives ſhould be more than ſuffi- 


cient for them to have wrought the will of the 
fleſh; henceforth they ought to mention his 
righteouſneſs alone. 

Widows have their conſolations from the pro- 
miſes of God, which are faithful, and may be de- 
pended upon, He has ſaid, he will be a huſband 
to the widow, and a father to her fatherleſs child- 
ren, (that is, in the room and place of all relati- 
ons) if they act a cloſe and needy dependence up- 
on him; none that ever truſted in him were ever 
put to ſhame. Every page of ſcripture authorizes 
us to aſſure the righteous, that it will ever be well 
with them; but wo to the wicked, it will be ill 
with them. This ſhould engage you to ſtudy the 
character of the n and upright, and to a- 
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5 
void the paths of vice and ſin, that we may per- 


fect holineſs in the fear of God; living the life of 


the righteous, and then our latter end will be like 
his, in full and abundant peace. 

Certainly i it is the duty, and ought to be the 
practice, of the miniſters in this pariſh, to pray 
for the temporal and ſpiritual proſperity of this 
people; but you muſt alſo know, that it is your 
duty to pray for your miniſters, that they may be 
bleſſed, directed, and accepted of God; if we are 


mutually employed at a throne of grace, for one 


another, we ſhall be mutual comforts to one ano- 


ther, and the pleaſure of the Lord will proſper in 


our hands. Finally, brethren, pray for us. 
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an EXPLANA TION of the Nature, End, 

and Deſign of the Sacrament of our LO RD's 
SUPP 7 R, with a ſhort account of the ne- 
— Qualiſications for a right Fan 
e the ſame. 


HE motive which ought to influence Chriſ- 

| tians to engage 1n this ſervice, 1s the laſt 

and dying command of our Saviour; Do this 
in remembrance of me. 

We ordinarily pay ſome little regard to the laſt 
advices and dying inſtructions of our friends; 
but we ſhould pay the higheſt regard to the laft 

advice and dying inſtructions of Jeſus Chriſt, 
that friend and lover of our fouls even unto 
death. 

You all know that the ſacraments of the 
New Teſtament are baptiſm and the Lord's ſup- 
per, which are one in their nature and eſſence, 
as they both bind us, in the ſtrongeſt manner, to 
the love and ſervice of God; but they differ in 
theſe circumſtances, baptiſm is to be adminiſtred 
but once to the ſame perſon; the Lord's ſupper 
frequently. Baptiſm is to be adminiſtred to chil- 
dren; * The infants of ſuch as are members of 
the viſible church are to be baptiſed,” the Lord's 
ſupper only to perſons of years and underſtand- 
ing, but let a man examine himſelf, and fo let 
him eat.” Once more, they differ in their exter- 
nal ſigns; water in baptiſm, bread and wine in 
the Lord's ſupper, both which ſigns point out to 
us one and the ſame thing, the efficacy of Chriſt's 
blood and atonement; by which we are to un- 


"9 


nd 


[ @ ] 
derſtand, not merely the laſt and ſuffering ſcenes, 
but all that he did and taught as well as OM | 
for men. 

Q. What is the Lord's Supper ? 

A. The Lord's Supper is a ſacrament, where- 
ein, by giving and receiving bread and wine ac» 
„ cording to Chriſt's appointment, his death is 
&« ſhewed forth; and the worthy receivers, are 
&« not after a corporal and carnal manner, but by 
« faith, made partakers of his body and blood, 
« with all his benefits, to their ſpiritual nouriſh- 
„ment, and growth in grace.“ 

The idea of a ſacrament to a young wind 
ſhould be, that it is a holy oath, by which we 


bind ourſelves to the love and 8 of God. It 
may be worthy of obſervation, as the word ſacra- 
ment is not to be found in the Bible, how it came 
to be introduced among Chriſtians. It was bor- 


rowed from the Romans, who were great warri- 
ors; when a captain liſted a ſoldier he gave him an 


oath (facramentum) by which he ſwore that he 


would follow his captain where-ever he led him. 


So, by ſitting down at the table of the Lord, we 


acknowledge Jeſus as the captain of our ſalvation, 


and ſwear that we will follow him through good 
and bad report. Hence we learn that primitive 


Chriſtians did not ſcruple to receive inſtruction 
even from the Heathens. | 

The firſt thing in the queſtion is the ſacramen- 
tal actions, the action is plain and ſimple, giving 
and receiving. Then follow the ſigns, what we 


give and receive, bread and wine, The propriety 


and ſignificancy of theſe ſigns are obvious, bread 


WE 
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and wine is the food of the IVE we muſt eat 
and drink often to ſupport life; to the doctrine, 
precepts, and example of Chriſt are the food of 
the ſoul, which ſhould be often applied unto. 
Again, We have the Author and Inſtitutor of this 
ordinance, according to Chriſt's appointment; it is 
founded upon the higheſt authority; it is no in- 
ſtitution of man's, no invention of the clergy's; 
it is Chriſt's own appointment. The end and de- 
ſign of the inſtitution, was to ſhew forth his 
death, whereby his death is ſhewed forth. What- 
ever generous and unmerited love the Saviour has 
manifeſted to men, ſo unmindful, ſo ungrateful 
were men, that long ere now we had forgot his 
diſintereſted friendſhip; but, had we no other e- 
vidence, we can trace this memorial from this 
moment to that very night in which he was be- 

trayed. $8 
The manner of receiving, which is ; not after a 
corporal and carnal manner, but by faith; in 
which we look beyond the bread and wine, the. na- 
tural ſupports of the body, to the appearance and 
_ doctrine of Chriſt as the food of the foul. Tran- 
ſubſtantiation is refuted by this; if the bread is 
turned to fleſh, and the wine into blood, we need 
no faith, as ſeeing, feeling, and taſting determines 
which is which. 

The privileges, all His benefits; however great 
and numerous theſe are, they may be compre- 
hended in the following; firſt, the pardon of ſin, 
in him we have redemption, even the remiſſion 
* of fins. Be it known unto you, that through this 
man is * unto yon the forgiveneſs of ſins. 
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2dly, The holy Spirit to ſubdue ſin; If 1 go not, 
the Comforter will not come; but if I go, I will 
© ſend the Comforter, he will lead and guide vou 
in all truth.“ Laſt of all, Eternal life, this is 
© the gift of God, as many as believe on his 
name ſhall not ou, but ſhall have eternal 
„life.“ 

All theſe privileges are for our . nou- 
r1/hment and growth in grace. We are not, after 
communicating, to imagine that we are finiſhed 
Chriſtians; our path muſt not only reſemble, but 


| be exactly that of the juſt, that ſhineth more 


* and more until the perfect day.“ 

. What is required to the worthy recerving of 

the Lord's Supper 
A. It is required of them, that would wor- 
A thily partake of the Lord's Supper, that they 
c examine themſelves of their knowledge to diſ- 
« cern the Lord's body, of their faith to feed up- 
<« on him, of their repentance, love and new obe- 


e dience; leſt coming unworthily, they eat and 


« drink judgment to themſelves.“ 

This queſtion points out to communicants in 
general what is their duty, ſelf- examination, 
as to tl temper of their minds, and conduct of 
their lives. In the diſcharge of this duty they 
ſhould be ſtrict, accurate, and impartial. 

It likewiſe points out or directs to ſeveral ſub- 
jects upon which we ought to examine ourſelves; 
knowledge to diſcern the Lord's body, which we 
have got from the education of our parents and 
teachers, from the Bible and other pious books. 

Faith to feed upon him; if we believe him 
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to be he ſent of God, the true Meſſias, the Son 


of God, and Saviour of the world, a Prophet 


to teach, a Prieſt to one; a King to rule in and 
Over US. 

Repentance conſiſts in a change of WER" from 
what is ill to what is good, turning from Satan to 


the living and true God; it implies ſorrow for fin, 


- reſolutions of dent; but ſorrow for ſin, and 
reſolutions of 13 are not the whole of re- 

ntance; we may be ſorry for ſin, reſolve to a- 
mend, after all never amend. The material part 
of repentance, conſiſts in putting our reſolutions 
into practice, in the, actual nend and real 
reformation of our lives. 

Love to Chriſt, whom having not ſeen. we 
© Jove.? Chriſtians, who are well diſpoſed, think it 


difficult, if not impoſſible, to know when they 


love Chriſt: our Saviour removes this myſte- 
ry, by theſe plain and ſimple marks, If ye love 
me, keep my commandments,” viz. fitting at 
his table. When we neglect his commandments, 


it is no evidence of loving him; our fincerity in 


obedience is the moſt ſatisfying evidence of it. 
Again, if we have love to one another; * Hereby 
* ſhall all men know that ye are my diſciples, if 


ye love one another. If thou bring thy gift to 


* the altar, and there remembreſt that thy bro- 

* ther hath ought againſt thee; leave there thy 
gift before the altar, and go thy way, firſt be re- 

conciled to thy brother, and then come and offer 
thy gift.“ 


New obedience; every communicant, Upon a 


ſtrict and * inquiry into their paſt con- 
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[ 44 } 
duct, will find good reaſon to form the agen 


re ſolutions to live more to the praiſe and glory of 


-God in after life. Theſe reſolutions muſt not be 


framed in our own name and ſtrength; but in the 
name and ſtrength of the Redeomery though 
weak of ourſelves, we can do all through Chrid 
ſtrengthening us; our ſufficiency is of God.“ 
From the laſt part of the queſtion we learn, 
that there is great hazard and danger in coming 
to this ſacred. ſervice, without examining our- 
ſelves upon theſe ſubjects: By pretenſions of love 
and regard to God and the Saviour, we may im- 
poſe upon the world, we may deceive ourſelves; 
but we cannot impoſe upon God, who ſearche; 
the hearts, and tries the reins of men, who will 
= FR the maſk, and be ſo far from approv- 
„that he will judge and condemn all hypo- 
Bs. which ſhould make us honeſt and ſincere 


in our endeavours to love and ſerve God. 


It 1s preſumed that all communicants make 
conſcience of ſecret prayer to God, that they will 
retire from the world, and, in private, devote 
their ſouls and their bodies to the ſervice of God; 
reſolving whatever others do, for them, and as far 
as their intereſt will go, they ſhall ſerve God, 
making mention of his righteouſneſs alone; if we 
are honeſt-and ſincere, we will meet with all en- 


couragement from God, who aſſures us, that all 
who come to him, through Chriſt, he will in nv 
wiſe caſt out. Let this be the language of our ſouls, 


even ſo we come, Lord Jeſus, 
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